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STARBIOS2 INTERCONNECTED OBJECTIVES

Use the APs’ implementation as a base. APs 
generate new practical knowledge

Feedback

Feedback
Take advantage of the outputs emerging from the 

learning process

Focus on the biomedical sciences, the most 
exposed research sector to the risks of losing 
connection with society

Enhancing Responsible BioSciences

PARTNERS

DESIGN AND IMPLEMENT ACTION PLANS (APS)

LEARNING PROCESS

GUIDELINES RRI MODELS

To attain RRI structural change in the institutions

To facilitate RRI implementation

To provide Biosciences Departments with formalised 
orientations and practical knowledge

Overall, the project goal is promoting RRI structural change in 
biosciences research institutions so that the experiences can 
be used for defining adapted guidelines and an RRI model for 

biosciences, to be disseminated. @Starbios2starbios2.eu Want to 
know 

more ?

International Partners

Consultancy, advice and development of APs

Fundação Oswaldo Cruz • Brazil 

International Centre for Genetic Engineering 
and Biotechnology • Italy & South Africa

University System of Maryland • USA



SOCIETAL ENGAGEMENT
Promoting the engagement 

of all the societal actors in the 
R&I process

GENDER
Favouring gender equality 

within research institutions as 
well as in R&I content

EDUCATION
Providing future researchers 

with new capacities for attracting 
children and youth to maths, 

science and technology

OPEN ACCESS
Making research and 

innovation transparent and 
accessible through making 

Open Access a reality

ETHICS
Ensuring high quality 

research results using the 
respect fundamental rights 

and ethical standards
The interpretation of RRI
The loose connection between research and society could make European research:
• Unable to address the key problems European society is facing
• Unable to exploit its innovation and commercial potential impacts
• Socially isolated, ethically contested and not supported by citizens, public authorities 

and economic players

RRI strategy aimed at radically increasing intensity and quality of the interactions between 
the European Research Area and European society. For the first time, the 5 RRI key issues 
are included in a unique perspective and viewed as part of a unique strategy.

The relevance of the research sector in the framework of RRI
It’s important to identify multiple RRI strategies tailored to each research sector as each 
disciplinary community is characterised by its own features, culture, languages, networks 
and associations, communication means and power dynamics.

STARBIOS 2 intends to use this tailored approach for bioscience research.

The interpretation of structural change
In the context of the EC policies, structural change refers to profound 
modifications of universities and research organisations and is characterised 
by 4 main features, irreversibility, comprehensiveness, inclusiveness and 
contextualisation.

New action models and values implemented in a group will progressively 
mobilises other groups, turning them into the new structures with those values.

The activation of structural change processes
In research institutions, the structural change activation model is based upon an 
iterative process during the AP implementation phase. It will require proactivity, 
flexibility and capacity to react rapidly to unexpected situations.

4 THEMATICS OF 
STARBIOS2 CONCEPT

RESPONSIBLE RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN BIOSCIENCES
RRI is aimed at activating structural processes in research institutions, that are able to introduce 
some important changes in their culture, values, rules and procedures, in a holistic manner with 
five key issues:

The STARBIOS2 project aims to contribute to the advancement of the 
Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) strategy:

By fostering structural change in research institutions

To cope with one of the main risks for European research:
its inadequate connection with society

The project STARBIOS2 has received funding from the Framework Programme for 
Research and Innovation HORIZON 2020 under Grant Agreement No 709517.
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