Biographical note

Prof. Dr hab. Piotr Stepnowski was born on 30 June 1970 in Gdansk. After graduating from elementary school he continued his education in Saint Patrick High School in Halifax and III LO in Gdynia. After passing the maturity exam he started studies at the University of Gdansk, at the newly created interdepartmental environmental protection course launched in 1990 by the Faculty of Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry and the Faculty of Biology, Geography and Oceanology. After defending his diploma, Professor began doctoral studies at the Institute of Oceanology of the Polish Academy of Sciences (PAN) in Sopot. Degree (1999) and post-doctoral degree (2005) obtained at the Faculty of Chemistry at the University of Gdansk. In 2010 he received the title of professor. 

Since 2006 Professor Stepnowski has headed the Department of Environmental Analysis. In the years 2008- 2011 he served as Vice-Dean and in the years 2012-2016 as Dean of the Faculty of Chemistry at the University of Gdansk. In 2011-2012 he was the organizer and first director of the Institute of Environmental Protection and Human Health of the University of Gdansk. From 2016 to 2020 he served as Vice-Rector for Science and International Cooperation of the University of Gdansk. Since September this year he was appointed the first director of the Daniel Fahrenheit University Union in Gdansk.

On 23 November 2020 Professor Piotr Stepnowski was elected Rector of the University of Gdansk for the 2020-2024 term.
He has completed several long-term scientific internships, among others at the University of Lund, the Sea Research Centre in La Spezia and the University of Bremen. He was a participant of the polar scientific expedition of the Institute of Oceanology PAN on board r/v "Oceania". 

Professor’s scientific interests include the study of the mechanisms of dissemination and chemical transformation of environmental pollutants and methods of their analysis, as well as toxicological evaluation of their effects. He has published over 260 original and reviewed scientific papers in journals from the JCR list. He was an editor of 8 publishing positions and the author and co-author of 3 academic textbooks and 15 chapters in prestigious international publications. His works have been cited almost 7000 times and the current Hirsch index is 49. 

Throughout his scientific career Professor Stepnowski has actively sought funding for scientific research from both national (State Committee for Scientific Research, Ministry of Science and Higher Education, National Science Center, National Center for Research and Development) and international institutions (EU, NATO), obtaining financial support for over 30 grants. He promoted 14 PhDs. Professor was a member of scientific committees of more than 20 foreign and domestic scientific conferences, 5 of which he served as chairman. 

Since 2015 Professor Stepnowski has been the Vice President of the Analytical Chemistry Committee of the Polish Academy of Sciences, and since 2016 he has been the Vice President of the Green Chemistry Division of EuCheMS. He represented Poland in the Joint Programming Research of the European Union (2010-2012). From 2007 to 2010 he was the president of the Department III of the Gdańsk Scientific Society. Since 2014 has been a member of the Awards Team of the Minister of Science and Higher Education, who in the following years also appointed him to the Comprehensive Evaluation Team and the Doctoral Schools Team. He is also a member of the Polish Chemical Society (since 1997), the Marine Chemistry Section of the Marine Research Committee of the Polish Academy of Sciences (since 1996), the Gdansk Scientific Society (since 2006), the Kashubian Institute (since 2017) and the Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry SETAC (since 2018). 
His important non-scientific interests are fine arts, architecture and music, including actively practiced wood carving and playing the guitar, and his constant fascination with Italian Renaissance painting and architecture.
